For Those About To

We Salute You

For GS owners who don't GS

hen the right motor-

cycle comes along, the

most sensible person

will throw caution to the

wind. In late April 2005,

I found a stock 1992 Bumblebee R100GS

with only 22,000 miles that had always

been garaged and never been off-road.

Whatever price I had to pay with my wife

for the impulsive decision I was about to

make, I had to have the bike. The price

was on the high end of fair market value,

but as the previous owner explained in

justifying his asking price, “The bike is a
".'llgl .

A few months later. my 13-year-old

RIDOGS finally got a chance to see some

real riding. I was invited by friends to
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explore the unpaved roads of West Vir-
ginia. My frequent riding partner, Ranger
Rick, had a name for this type of riding:
he called it "GSing.” It's not a real word,
but should Merriam-Webster decide to
adopt it in their unabridged dictionary, I
think this would be a proper definition:

GSing (gee-ES-ing): A group activity
where inappropriately large and cumber
some motorcyeles with street-biased tires
are repeatedly dropped on their sides and
pushed through mud holes, For more on
the ritual of picking up and pushing motor-
cycles see dual-sport

A seasoned rider we met along the way
led us behind his off-road capable KTM
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640 Adventure. Together the four of us
explored the most forsaken dirt roads of
West Virginia. Al the end of the day we
tallied five scuffed engine guards, one
scraped valve cover and a dented pan-
nier that would never again seal properly.
Despite our mishaps we returned to camp
at the end of a very hard day of riding,
covered in mud, smiling ear to ear and
pumped up on adrenaline, I captured the
end of the day with a digital picture of
my once-spotless 1992 R100GS Bumble-
bee covered from tank bag to tires in mud,
leaves and small sticks.

“I'm going to e-mail this picture to
the previous owner” | said with a dev
ilish grin, knowing that the bike’s origi
nal owner was proud of his low-mileage
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cream puff.

For me, breaking in my ride wasa thor-
oughly satisfying experience. It caused
me Lo pum!cr h']‘.l'!r' 50 many S riders are
averse to riding their bikes as the gods
in Munich intended. Why does the typi-
cal GS owner guard the “never off-road”
status of his or her pricey motorcycle with
the diligence of an overprotective father
trying to preserve the virginity of his
teenage daughter?

The main problem, in my estimation
is that the G5 is the two-wheeled equiva-
lent of a Land Rover; It is a vehicle too

expensive and exotic to actually be used
the way it was intended. During a recent
group GS ride ata BMW rally, we encoun-
tered a particularly gnarly water cross-
ing. The immediate consensus was that I
should be the first to attempt to cross the
river because T had the knobbiest tires and
the oldest bike. I crossed the water, which
was almost three feet deep in the middle,
to a chorus of cheers. When I called out to
the rest of the group to attempt the same
crossing, they all refused. One rider pro-
tested that attempting this sort of foolish-
ness might void his factory warranty.

Dual Sport Tires (For Those About To GS)

If you are going to take your GS off-road, you will need the right tires, You can spend hours reading tire threads on the Internet

If this scene describes your thinking,
please try to keep things in perspective.
Your factory warranty will eventually
expire and shortly thereafter you will offer
up your motorcycle for resale. The awful
truth is that after all your fastidious care,
the buyer will be a cash-strapped, thrice-
divorced pipe fitter from Pittsburgh who
will G5 the hell out of it.

Why not turn away from the predict-
able asphalt road you're on and G5 your
own GS? That poorly maintained dirt road
that doesn’t appear on most maps may
well lead to a place filled with adventure

in search of the perfect G5 tire (it doesn't exist), or read this simple guide and ride.

Tire Pros

Pirelli Scorpion AT Very good street performance, durable
and moderately priced.

Aven Gripsters Very good street performance, durable
and value priced,

Metzler Sahara3 Good strest parformanice and performs
well on dirt roads.

Continental THCEO Excellent dirt road performance and
surprisingly good street performance.
Maderate price.

Dunlop 606 DAOT legal dirt tire designed to get you

to where the pavement leads. Low-
medium price.

Cons

Decent for GSing, but not suitable for
muddy conditions.

Lousy in mud. Not available in all
fitments.

Expensive and not as long lasting as
Metzler Tourance fans expect.

The aggressive tread limits pavement
heroics but dirt road performance is
amazing.

A greater street performance tradeoff
than mast G5 riders would be willing
to make.

Verdict

Lse for fair weather G5 riding only. Many
swear by this tire. 85% street /15% enduro.

An airhead G5 favorite, Low price and long
wear, 75% street /25% enduro,

Good compromise tire for pavement use and
competent on dirt roads. 60% street /40%
enduro.

Weapon of choice on the G5 Adventure.
Enough said. 50% street /50% enduro,

Mount them on your KLRAS0. 30% street
f70% enduro








