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MARCH MEETING INFO
The March club meeting of the Four
Winds BMW Riders will be held on
Sat., March 18, 2006 at 1:00PM. at The
Brass Rail, 10 Old Clairton Rd., Ph.:
412-655-2922. Menu choices will be:
Triple Decker Club sandwich w/ fries;
Big Rail Steak or Chicken Salad; or
Cheeseburger w/ fries; includes choice
of beverage. Cost will be $10.95 plus
tax & tip.  Thanks to Mitch Kehn for
finding this location!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2006

President – Scott Bassin
724-538-4612

sbassin@city-net.com

Vice President – Ed Syphan
724-347-5590

esyphan@yahoo.com

Treasurer – Margaret
Weaver

724-942-1357
gsweave@netscape.com

Corres. Sec’y – Holly
Marcheck

marchhe@comcast.net

Rec. Sec’y – Shirley Hart
412-242-1970

shirley.hart@msanet.com

Director – Jürgen Brune
412-418-4646

jurgen@brune.ws

Director – Leo Stanton
412-384-8229
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‘06 DUES ARE

DUE!
Yes indeedy they are--by April 1st (No April
Foolin’)!  So... please mail your check for
your 2006 dues to:

Margaret Weaver
Treasurer, 4-Winds BMW Riders
237 Brookwood Road
Venetia, PA 15367-1039

Or give them to Margaret at the March club
meeting.  Regular members: $15; Asso-
ciate members: $7.50.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
This month’s column, like the business por-
tion of our February club meeting, will be
mercifully brief.  There are just a few things
I want to touch on in this edition.

First, it’s time once again to pay your
membership dues.  For yet another year, there
will be no increase in the cost of being a
member of the Four Winds – it’s still $15 for
a regular membership and $7.50 for an asso-
ciate membership.  I’m sure you recognize
what an outstanding value this is.  For about
the cost of a movie and bag of popcorn, you
get a whole year of friendship, camaraderie,
riding opportunities, BMW (and other) mo-
torcycle knowledge, club functions, and more.
Our website and newsletter are top-notch.
Our banquet features great speakers.  And
our rally, the longest-running BMW rally, will
reach a significant milestone with its 40th

anniversary this year.  It is a great time to be
a member of the Four Winds.  So, pull out
your checkbook and send your dues to Mar-
garet Weaver.  You can also bring your pay-
ment to the March meeting.

Of course, our club is only as good as its
members.  That’s good news for us, and I
want to acknowledge one member in particu-
lar – Tim Pears.  In case you missed the Feb-
ruary meeting, Tim was recognized for re-
ceiving an MOA Helping Hands award for
the assistance he provided me after my spill
in Virginia last June, despite the fact that he
was still recovering from his own injuries due
to a car accident earlier in 2005.  Tim also
volunteered to run the Four Winds mileage
contest for 2006.  Thanks, Tim!

Speaking of Pears, Diane Pears (our
BMR-meister) and the Board agreed upon
some enhancements to the BMR program.
These enhancements are meant to simplify
the program, while providing an interesting
new target for photo opportunities.  Instead
of covered bridges, we’re substituting post
offices.  They can be anywhere, and there’s a
special incentive to get post offices with
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PUBLICATION INFO
The Four Winds BMW Riders

Newsletter is published for
members’ use.  Articles’ and
pictures’ copyrights are held by
their authors.  Author’s permis-
sion should be obtained before
any form of republication.

Editor: Ralph Meyer
Deadline: Articles submitted must

be received by the editor no
later than 12:00 Noon the
Wednesday after the club
meeting of the month preced-
ing the month of publication
(e.g., March Meeting: March
18; April issue deadline: Wed.,
March 22nd).  Articles/Info re-
c’d after deadline go in next
month’s newsletter.

Submission information:
E-mail submissions: Send as at-

tachments with “4 Winds News-
letter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:

    <meyer@zoominternet.net>
Articles on Disk Media mail to:

Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

Submission formats:
Articles: Send as plain text with

headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format.  Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.

Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.

Long articles may be split between
issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format are
at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org .  Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.

MEETING SCHEDULE

2006
Mark the dates on your calen-

dars, but remember...
All meeting sites are tentative.

Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and
updates.

March 18, 2006 — 1:00 PM at
The Brass Rail, 10 Old
Clairton Rd., Pleasant Hills.

April, 2006 — TBA
May, 2006 — TBA
June, 2006 — TBA
July, 2006 — TBA
August, 2006 — Friday, August

18 to Sunday, August 20
40th!! Annual Four Winds
Rally!

September, 2006 — TBA
October, 2006 — TBA
November, 2006 — TBA
December, 2006 — No Monthly

Meeting

ONGOING EVENTS

Breakfast Rides, et al.:
These rides are free-form.  Those

attending decide what they
want to do and where, if any-
where, they want to ride.  If you
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

COME!  EAT!  CHAT!  RIDE!

Ride Schedule — Month:
Sun, March 5 — North at King’s,

I-79 & Rt 910/VIP Dr., 10:00
AM

Sat, March 11 — West at Eat n’
Park, Rt 60 & 22/30, 9:00 AM

Sun, March 19 — South at the
Roadside Restaurant, Rt 51,
10:00 AM

Sat, March 25 — East at Dick’s,
Rt 22 Westbound, in
Monroeville, 9:00 AM

If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to no-
tify others:  It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particu-
lar Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so.  That’ll
help save a rider from discov-
ering too late that no one else
is going that day.  The Break-
fast Ride’s URL is:   http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9  .  Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

MARCH 2006 SHACK
Wednesday, March 15, 7-10PM at Tom
Myers’s, 7516 Noblestown Road,
Oakdale, PA 15071, Ph.: 412-860-6559
(Cell)
Directions:  From I-79 Take US 30

West, then McKee Rd (Orange
Belt) South to Rte 978 South. In
Oakdale turn Right on State Street;
turn left on Noblestown Road, and
follow the left turn staying on
Noblestown Rd where Whittengale
Rd runs into it. Continue to follow
Noblestown Rd.  Tom's house will
be on your right about 1.4 miles af-
ter the Right turn in Oakdale from
the Orange Belt (978) onto State
Street.

names that begin with each letter of the al-
phabet.  We’re calling this “Post Offices A to
Z”, and it should be fun.  Read more about
this and the other BMR program enhance-
ments elsewhere in this newsletter.

Finally, I want to reinforce a suggestion
made by newsletter editor Ralph Meyer at
our last meeting.  Our membership survey
indicated a desire by many of you to know
more about our fellow members; how long
you’ve been riding, how many bikes you’ve
had (or have), what your favorite roads are,

and whatever personal information you feel
comfortable sharing.  Ralph suggested any-
one who cared to share such information
could send a brief write-up to him and he
would feature a couple of personal profiles
in future editions of the newsletter.  Great
idea.

Well, that’s it for now.  Let’s hope for
better riding weather before you read my next
column!

SCOTT
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FEB. CLUB  MEETING MINUTES
Date: 2/18/2006

Location: Dynasty Buffet, Cranberry Township, Time: 4:15 PM
Scott opened the meeting by welcoming the members present on a
very cold winter day with 32 members present and two individuals
who chose to ride!

1) Old Business
None

2) New Business
Review of the survey results - indicated Shorter Meetings, Trea-

sury will report 3 times a year. Dues to be kept the same for this year.
A. Membership Renewal – Dues to be paid by March
18. No increase (still $15 / $7.50) Late dues not paid by
April will be considered dropped from the rooster.
B. Recognition of Tim Pears – “Helping Hand Award”.
Last year at this time the club was hearing of Tim’s car
accident; this year we again hear about Tim offering his
assistance to Scott and his recognition of the MOA and
the Helping Hand Award. Submitted on Tim’s behalf by
Kevin Hart. Scott read the letter of recognition to the
members.
C. BMR Program Status – “Hunt & Find w/ Photo Sub-
ject? This year’s target assignment is “A” to “Z” Post
Offices. 2 points for each submitted with additional 18
points awarded for all 26. Diane Pears will write up the
revised program for the newsletter and website. Tim Pears
has volunteered to organize the “Mileage Contest” which
will begin the 1st of March. Look for entry forms and
information in the newsletter and website.
D. Ed Syphan reported that the March meeting will take
place at the “Brass Rail” off of Rt. 51 by the cloverleaf.
The April meeting will take place at European Motor-
cycles in Cranberry as part of Lee’s Open House. Ed has
suggested “Ride To” meetings at Cass or the Curtis Mu-
seum. Ralph Meyer reminded folks he is waiting for ar-
ticles of interest about current members for the newslet-
ter.

3) Treasurer’s Report
Scott informed the members that we hold a balance of
$9200.00 dollars. We broke even on the banquet. Scott
thanked Holly for her effort with the banquet stating the
turnout and price was well received by the members who
attended and everyone had a good time.

4) Rally Report
Kevin Hart provided an update on the behalf of the 40th

Rally Committee. A T-Shirt design submitted by Tom
Primke last year was shown again with approval and
Mitch Kehan will begin looking for a suitable supplier
for this years rally apparel. Mitch has a background in
screen printing a design. Last years contact information
was provided to Mitch so he may begin. Sean Thomas

will organize all Rally Rides whether organized or self
guided. Kevin explained this is a new effort to better
provide a rally schedule that will allow attendees a bet-
ter chance of riding and enjoying field events and/or semi-
nars without conflicting with other events, thus giving
rally goers every chance to do something worthwhile.
Bill English will handle the Redbank Project for this year.
We have agreed again to assemble six metal framed pic-
nic benches and donate labor to the project. Bill will
also review the club trailer and determine what tire re-
pair may be needed. Kevin reported that last year the
tires for the trailer were vandalized. When the trailer
was stored at the end of the 39th rally the tires were stored
inside the trailer to minimize a reoccurrence. Kevin stated
that Sean and Bill will be looking for volunteers for their
project assignments shortly. Kevin stated that all the
members coming forward to help with the rally are “New”
members who have joined within the last two years to
the acknowledgement of the members present.

5) BMP Program/Awards
Diane will provide a new BMR Point Program Agenda
for 2006.

6) 50 /50
Fifty Fifty was collected by Ed Tatters. The drawing was
picked by Ralph Meyer and Walt Halaja was the winner
– receiving $47.00 dollars.

Meeting Closed at 4:32 PM

SUBMITTED BY SHIRLEY HART, RECORDING SECRETARY

THE NO ZONE
The animal below is one you are likely to find on the roads early and
late both in the day, and in that “Riding Season” when such niceties
of weather on the roads as ice, snow, grit, gravel, sand, and salt
aren’t found.  Besides the large ‘No Zone’ around them due to severe
impairment of the driver’s line of sight by the vehicle itself, opera-
tors are frequently distracted by the antics of the inmates of these
rolling hoosegows until their dischargement to appropriate parental
constabularies, which dischargement happens with a frequency ap-
proaching exasperation if one finds oneself behind them for long
distances.  It is thus best to be very cautious around them, or, if
possible, to choose a route that will avoid their proximity completely.
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On the Net...
Have you found a neat location on the Internet?  Send the URL in with a brief description of what

it’s about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders...
Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there.

Our Four Winds Site, what else???  http://www.4windsbmw.org .  And always remember never to forget, you can get this and
past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there!  Check it out if you haven’t already done so.

"The World's Fastest Indian" movie trailer: from Diane & Tim Pears--see the movie on big screen before it’s gone.
You’ll love it.  Here’s the trailer: http://www.worldsfastestindian.com/WFI.html

FOR SALE
Please note:  If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.

Sears Craftsman motorcycle jack in good condition hardly used;  retails for 99.99 in stores.  Asking $50.00. Here’s a link
to Sears catalog listing for the jack” http://www.sears.com/sr/javasr/
product.do?vertical=TOOL&bidsite=&pid=00950190000&BV_UseBVCookie=Yes  . Contact:  Sean Thomas:
sdthomas@comcast.net

Check out Redbank Municipal Park, the location of the “4 Winds Homecoming” 40th Rally.
Here’s the URL:  www.redbankpark.com

HERE’S
YOUR SIGN:
Sent in by Tim
& Diane Pears

A BIT EXTREME: GO FIGURE...
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4-WINDS 40TH RALLY!
 

 
 

Come and join us for our 40
th
 Homecoming Celebration of the 

longest continually held BMW Rally in North America. Our Rally 
Site is at Redbank Valley Municipal Park near New Bethlehem, 
nestled in the beautiful hills of Western Pennsylvania. 
 

ALL Riders and Bikes welcome! 
 

Events include: 
 

Touring Rides 
Tech Sessions 
Self Guided Rides 

Field Events: Bagel Probe, Ballz to the Wall, Barrel 

Wrap, & The Classic Slow Race.  
Local Trivia and/or Sights Ride 
Friday Night Corn Roast 
Live Music 
Vendors  
Rally Pin (First 300 attendees) 
Free 24-Hour Coffee 
Saturday Night Pig Roast  
GS Adventure Ride 
Hare & Hound Ride 
Sunday Morning “Farewell” Donuts 
On-Site Food Vendor 
Tree Shaded Campsites & Hot Showers 
Outdoor Swimming Pool, Tennis Court, Roller Skating 
Rink & Horse Shoe Pits 
Camper Hookups available for a fee 

 

GRAND PRIZE 
Worthy of our 40th year celebration! 

 
Vendors Welcome! – NO Fee! 

(Reserve space in advance, please) 
 

NO Rally Pre-Registration 
 

Rally Fee: 
 

Adult (Includes 2 nights camping & dinner)  $35.00 
Youth 11 to 18 (Excludes dinner)  $25.00    
Kids under 10 (Excludes dinner)  FREE 
Day Pass (Excludes dinner)    $15.00 
Saturday Night Dinner   $10.00 
 

Registration Opens at Noon Friday August 18
th
. 

 

 

Accommodations: 
 

Location 1: Brookville, PA. Intersection of I-80 and Rt. 28. 
Approximately 18 miles North East of Rally 
Site. 

 
Golden Eagle Inn  814.849.7345 
Super 8 Motel  814.849.8840 
Holiday Inn Express  814.849.8381 

 
Location 2: Clarion, PA. I-80 and Rt. 68 (Exit 9). 

Approximately 18 miles North of Rally Site. 
 

Days Inn   814.226.8682 
Super 8 Motel  814.226.4550 
Holiday Inn  814.226.8850 
Comfort Inn  814.226.5230 
Microtel Inn & Suites 814.227.2700 

 

 

 

 
41* 0' 59" N, 79* 17' 2" W 

 
For more information and updates please visit: 

 
http://www.4windsBMW.org 

 
Or call: 

Thomas Primke 
40

th
 Rally Advisor 

412.828.3413 
 

Or Email Tom at: 
tomprimke@juno.com 

 

! WELCOME HOME ! 
 

 

Rally Site: Redbank Valley Municipal Park 
2.5 miles North of New Bethlehem on Rt. 28, 
18 miles South of I-80 (Brookville) on Rt. 28.



6

 
Local Dealer Support: 

 
We are very fortunate to have two BMW dealers within the Pittsburgh area for all your needs. Please contact either for a service appointment 

while traveling to our rally or just drop in and browse. They both carry a complete line of Parts, Accessories and Apparel.  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
 

GPS 40* 36' 2" N, 80* 2' 54" W 

BMW Motorcycles of Pittsburgh 
Triumph of Pittsburgh 

Ducati of Pittsburgh 
 

10269 Perry Hwy 
Wexford, PA 15090 
Phone: 724.934.4269 
Fax: 724.934.3269 

 

 

 

GPS 40* 21' 11" N, 79* 50' 47" W 

Heritage BMW / Aprilia 

1661 Fifth Avenue 
McKeesport, PA 15132 
Phone: 412.673.4410   

Fax: 412.673.5360 
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4th Annual BMW RIDERS CAMPOUT 

June 23-25, 2006 
www.lhbmwr.com 

 
Pioneer Park Campground 

www.pioneerparkcampground.com 

Rt. 31 West - Somerset, Pa. 15501 
Exit 10 PA Turnpike - Motels & restaurants close by 

 
Registration $20.00 per person  

+ $5.00 per night camping per person 

Benefits Bakersville Volunteer Fire Dept. 

 
Includes  

Friday evening Dump stew (bring a can or two) 
 Saturday evening Meal,  

Coffee, Donuts & more each morning 

 
Rally Pin to first 125 

Door prizes, Tech Sessions 

Route Sheets & GS Ride 

Hot Showers, Pool,  

Campground Band Saturday 

Firewood 

 

Same weekend as “Thunder in the Valley” Johnstown, Pa. 
30 miles north of rally 

http://www.visitjohnstownpa.com/thunderinthevalley/ 
 

Direct questions to Jason  gsjay62@verizon.net or 814 535 8669 

LAUREL HIGHLANDS CAMPOUT!
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4TH ANNUAL LAUREL HIGHLANDS BMW RIDERS CAMPOUT 2006

Name Rider_____________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________State____________Zip__________________

               Email Address___________________________________________________________

Miles ridden to Rally______________________________________________________

              Riding make & model / year _________________________________________________

Name Passenger_________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________State___________Zip___________________

Email Address____________________________________________________________

Miles ridden to Rally______________________________________________________

*************************************************************************************************************************

Club affiliations:  __________________________________________________________

Camping: Yes_____   No______  Motel: _____________________________

Number of Attendees ______ X $20.00 =___________  Pd. Cash_________ Pd. Check #__________

Please read and sign the following release:
I understand that the Laurel Highlands BMW Riders or the B.V.F.D. cannot assume responsibility for my personal safety in this event. I
choose to participate in this event voluntarily, based on my own assessment of my abilities, the route conditions and facilities, and therefore
assume all risks. I release and hold harmless LHBMWR; it’s officers, agents and members from any and all injury and/or loss to my person
or property that may result from my participation in this event. I further certify that my vehicle and I are in compliance with all applicable
license, insurance and financial responsibility laws applicable to my participation in this event.

All participants under 18 years of age must have their parent or guardian sign the following additional release. As the parent or guardian of
the above participant, and being informed or familiar with the risk normally associated with motorcycle events, I hereby consent to his or her
participation in this event, and accept and adopt all the representations and assumptions of risk set forth in the foregoing release.

Rider                                                                                       Parent or
Signature: _______________________________________Guardian ________________________________________

Passenger
 Signature:________________________________________

Make Checks payable to LHBMWR and mail to:
Stacy Papinchak
840 Basin Drive
Windber, Pa. 15963
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AMA MEMBERS ON ADVISORY GROUP
Tom Lindsay

PICKERINGTON, Ohio — The American Motorcyclist Association
(AMA) has announced that the Virginia Governor’s Motorcycle Ad-
visory Council, which was named by Gov. Mark R. Warner this week,
includes 11 AMA members.

The 31-person panel, comprising state and local officials, state
agency representatives, and motorcycle enthusiasts, will promote
motorcycle safety, tourism, and business development. The Council
is the next step in the Governor’s “MotorcycleVirginia!” initiative.

“Virginia has worked to expand its tourism markets in so many
areas — and motorcycle tourism is a great opportunity for us,” said
Gov. Warner.  “Additionally, as the Commonwealth grapples with
the transportation challenges of the next decade, motorcyclists need
to have a voice in that debate.”

The AMA members named to the Virginia Governor’s Motor-
cycle Advisory Council are:

- Robert P. Crouch, Jr. (Chairman), Counselor to the Governor,
and chair of “MotorcycleVirginia!”

- David L. Jennings, Sr., Metro Richmond AMA Community Coun-
cil.

- Bernard A. Adams, Freedom Riders M.C.
- Bruce Biondo, Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles.
- Dale Coyner, author of “Motorcycle Journeys Through the Appa-

lachians.”
- Charles S. Finley, Jr., Exec. VP of the Virginia Motorcycle Deal-

ers Association.
- Melissa S. Franklin, founder of Supreme Ladies M.C.
- Richard S. Holman, owner of The Gallery of Mountain Secrets.
- Keith N. Lindgren, president of the Motorcycle Safety League of

Virginia, Inc.
- Joseph R. Marshall, Richmond Riders M.C.
- Charles E. Talley, founder and President of Cobra-One M.C.

Since its launch in 2004, “MotorcycleVirginia!” has produced
more than 50,000 “Watch for Motorcycles” bumper stickers and cre-
ated a website featuring Virginia’s motorcycle routes, safety guide-
lines, and motorcycle resource links. For more information, visit
www.motorcycleva.com.

The AMA notes that Virginia also was among the first states to
give judges the right tools to dispense justice in car-motorcycle acci-
dents. In 2002, Gov. Warner signed into law a bill similar to model
legislation developed by the AMA. Under the law, judges are al-
lowed to suspend a motorist’s driver’s license for up to a year, in
addition to any other penalties imposed, if the driver is involved in a
fatal traffic incident. For more information about the AMA’s “Jus-
tice for All” program, visit  www.AMADirectlink.com/justice.

NOW THAT MY KNEES AND EARS ARE HAIRY
By Don Poremski

In journalistic circles it’s considered “infra dig” to use the first per-
son for straight reportage.  That’s the province of novel and mystery
writers.  However, this change that has gradually come over me can-

SUPER BOWL

CADGED FROM SOMEWHERE BY...
Tim and Diane Pears

A man had 50 yard line tickets for the Super Bowl.  As he sits down,
a man comes down and asks if anyone is sitting in the seat next to
him.

“No,” he says, “The seat is empty.”
“This is incredible,” said the man. “Who in their right mind

would have a seat like this for the Super Bowl, the biggest sporting
event in the world, and not use it?”

He says, “Well, actually, the seat belongs to me.  I was supposed
to come with my wife, but she passed away.  This is the first Super
Bowl we haven’t been to together since we got married in 1970.”

“Oh...I’m sorry to hear that.  That’s terrible.  But couldn’t you
find someone else, a friend or relative, or even a neighbor to take the
seat?”.

The man shakes his head... “No, ...they’re all at the funeral.”

TIM AND DIANE
[Editor’s Deductionary Note:  The guy’s gotta have been a this year’s
Steelers fan!]

not be depersonalized, nor should it be. I suspect that many long-
time riders will agree with the phenomenon…the change of prefer-
ence from speed to handling.

Now that my knees and ears are hairy, I less enjoy straight line
velocity and now gravitate toward twisty roads at more moderate
speeds.  Present machinery owned doesn’t really control those urges.
The Suvanuzzi (ZX-11) can achieve well over 150 m.p.h., but I’m
using it more these days below 80 m.p.h.   The R80RT didn’t have
much appeal for me at first, but a couple of trips into America’s
southeast changed that.  The relatively short wheelbase and adequate
steam let me keep up with superior equipment on Virginia and North
Carolina two-lanes.

It reminded me a lot of the handling characteristics of my ’79
Kawasaki KZ650…throw it in and twist the go handle with no fear
of a horsepower-induced loss of rear wheel traction.

Does it take exposure to multiple machines (a dozen over the
years) to move one from idol worship of persons like Sir Malcolm
Campbell, Chuck Yeager, and Art Arfons to Al Vangura, Dana
Asherman, Ed Syphan, Holly Marcheck, and Leo Stanton?  Maybe,
but I offer that it is more the enjoyment of  “the pace,” the challenge
of slag-strewn right handers in West Virginia, the switchbacks of the
Appalachians that has modified my mojo. When I hear a fellow rider
speak of doing a “buck and a half” on his _________, I now know
that he’s a Rollie Free as opposed to a Valentino Rossi, both talented
and memorable riders, but worlds apart in specialties.

How will becoming more hirsute effect my future motorcycle
ownership?  I believe I need one more bike.  I’d like it to be the new
F800S just introduced by BMW, but there are multiple bikes that
make the cut, the fantasy bike being a Moto-Guzzi Griso.  Or, oh
lawdy, don’t let me run across a “93 M-G Daytona at a reasonable
price.”

So, now comes the inexorable question, “What would I ride if I
were a Hobbit?”

DON
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GPS-ING AROUND, I
A ROUNDABOUT INTRODUCTION TO GPSS

Ralph Meyer
Fred Rau, the senior editor of “Motorcycle Consumer News,” after
having gotten himself lost for several hours somewhere near the
Mohave or Sonoran Deserts, said, when he hit a cluttered signpost in
the middle of nowhere that indicated that Baltimore was 3000 miles
in one direction, Appleton, Wis., 2299 miles in another, Hell, 68
miles straight down, and so forth, that he realized he was actually
having a lot of fun discovering roads he had never been on and see-
ing sights he’d never realized were there before as a result of being
totally lost. At the close of the article, he then intimated that if he
now ever tells a fellow cyclist to “Get lost!” he means it “in the best
possible way.”

On the one hand, I don’t necessarily like being lost, but on the
other hand, like Fred, I’ve found it can be kinda fun, and, like most
hooman beans, I’ve always wanted my cake and to eat it too.  After
all, you never find out what roads are there, where they lead, and
what interesting sights, smells, and experiences are to be found
thereon unless you take them.  And if you’ve never been on them
before, that means you’ve got to be willing to “get lost...  in the best
possible manner.”  That “best possible manner” might be supposed
to include plenty of maps and a DeLorme Gazetteer that covers the
area in question in which one gets lost, but that really isn’t best
because if you don’t know where you are and what road you’re on,
you sure can’t look it up on a map or in the gazetteer without at least
a lot of head scratching:  “Lessee, did I take a right, then a left 15
miles back?  And how many turns since then?  Could I be here?  Or
there?  Geez.  I dunno...  How do I get back to where I want to get to
at the end of the ride?  Hmmmmm.”  And, who wants to stop at every
turn or crossroads and write down the direction of the turn, and the
names of the roads traveled to and from that turn...  if, that is, you
can figure out what those names are?

For me, the “best possible manner” in which to get lost is to
carry along a little gizadeech that knows where I am and where I’ve
been, and can, if I want, tell me how to get where I want to go, even
if I don’t know any of that stuff.  Such a gizmo provides a way to be
lost without being lost.  Neat idea if one could have such a thing.

Well, one can.  The gizmo (as most of you already know) is called
a GPS unit, and there are literally scores of the lil’ fellows out there
that can lighten your wallet to the tune of a couple of hundred to a
couple of thousand of those flat hunks of paper sporting General
George’s face on ‘em.  They come with all kinds of bells and whistles,
and, as with all such electronicable gizmos, the more Georges you
plunk down, generally speaking, the more bells and whistles you
cart away from the kindly GPS salesman.  As with any other sort of

gizmo, it also pays to shop around as bargains are indeed to be had
on these things for the person who keeps their nose busy and sniffs
in the right places.

Anyway, enuf of that.  What is a GPS unit?  What can it do?  And
what is it good for? (unlike the Rush Hour song, “What it is is Good
for absolutely Nuthin’” ...it ain’t! — it’s good for a lot of things—
depending on, you guessed it... the bells and whistles factor (trans-
late that into ‘the plunked down Georges factor.’)

What is a GPS unit?  Basically it’s a little computer with an
aerial that is tuned to pick up the transmissions of the American
Military’s GPS (Global Positioning
System) satel- lites—of which a
number circle the earth.  These sat-
ellites each emit a slightly different
signal that the GPS unit can pick
up and by which it can determine
which satellite is transmitting, and
how far (within some yards) it is
from that par- ticular satellite.  By
use of spherical geometric triangula-
tion, once it can pick up the signals
from 3 satellites, it can pinpoint within those 15, 20, or 30 yards of
accuracy, exactly where it is on the face of the earth.  Given as well
internal information on the size of the globe, the volume it encloses,
and the number of turkeys in Tioga County at 10:37 AM on the third
Friday in November, it can even tell the altitude above mean sea
level at which it happens at the moment to be located.

That’s nice.  But not all that helpful to a motorcyclist or (shud-
der) motorist.  However, add a few bells and whistles to that basic
ability, like some memory by which it can keep track of where it was
just a second or two ago and where it is when moving, and it be-
comes able to tell in which direction it’s going and how fast.

Give it enough memory, plunk in a road map in part of that
memory, and give it the ability to coordinate the information it gets
from the satellite triangulation with the location of a road and that
road’s name, and it can tell you what road you’re on, where on that
road you are, and in which direction you are rolling.  Since most of
these gizmos have little LED screens, it can show you the road, your
position on it, and what roads are coming up:  a kind of constantly
updated visual map (saves stopping and refolding a map in the
tankbag).

Rustle up another whistle, like the ability to have places like gas
stations, groceries, motels, and museums marked on that internal
road map, and add in a little more computing power to enable it to
read the maps it has in its belly and understand mileages, etc., and
you can tell it to go to one of those places, and have it tell you in
return, where you are, what road to take, where to turn, and, if it
includes a clock whistle (and most of them do) how long it’s going to
take you to get to the destination you chose, or, immediately, how
long and how far it is to your next turn, as well as which way to make
that turn: left, right, or straight ahead.  Really fancy units even have
the ability to give you voice directions—a mellifluous lady’s voice
will tell you, “Turn right in 400 feet” and, if you refuse to pay atten-
tion, will even tell you, “Dipstick!  You missed the turn!  Stop and
write on the blackboard 25 times, ‘I will listen to my GPS next
time’”...  Well, actually, she won’t say that (they didn’t get a tough
old 2nd grade schoolteacher to do their voice spots).  What she will
say is something polite like “Off route... recalculating...” and she’ll
come up with another way to get you where you are headed.

If you happen to be heeled well enough to have a computer hang-
ing around in the living, dining, bed, office, or family room of your
domicile, another nice whistle (actually several nice ones) tootles.
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Most GPS units come with computer mapping software that, once
installed, with the proper driver for the unit recognized by the
computer’s operating system (drivers are for computers rather like
Spanish to English or German to French translators are for humans...
they enable “computer talk” to be translated to “GPS talk” and vice
versa so both gizmos can understand each other when you tell ‘em to
talk to each other) you can download information from the computer
mapping software to the unit, and upload information in the unit so
you can see it on the map on the computer’s monitor.

This enables you to do a number of things.  You can mark loca-
tions on the map on the computer (technically called ‘waypoints’),
name them, and download them to the GPS unit so that when you
want to go to one of them (say your Uncle Ferdriff’s or Aunt Patootie’s
house) you can tell the unit to take you there...  and it will (Well, at
least it’ll give you directions as you ride along.  You have to supply
the wheels)!  You can also save to your computer’s hard disk the
mapping program’s maps with the locations marked so you have them
for ready reference to return to later on.  You can plan routes from
one place to another on the computer and download the route itself
to the GPS and, when ready to ride, tell the GPS to follow that route,
and it will tell you the turns, etc. to do as you come to them.  Most
GPS units, however, don’t need routes, they only need waypoints, as
they can generally figure out routes on their own once they have
where you are figured out, and the place you want to go to told to
them.

Most automotive GPS units also have a tracking ability.  That is,
they can keep a ‘bread crumb trail’ in their memory of where you’ve
been, what roads you’ve taken, and so forth.  You can upload these
tracks from the unit to the computer software and see a map on screen
showing exactly where you’ve been and when, how fast you were
going, and how many buzzards were perched on the tree you passed
at 10:37 AM.  Well, not quite the buzzards, as most favor crows, but
they will generally keep track of the rest of that info.  This is espe-
cially helpful on a ride with someone like Sonny Robison, or our
equally (in?)famous Syphoon, who have large maps of all of Ohio,
Noo York, Western Pennsylvania, West Virginia and sundry other
interesting places etched into their brains, and who invariably take
one, when riding with them, on neat curly roads nobody else but the
indians and locals ever knew were there before.  You can demystify
the Syphoon’s or Sonny’s route—or your own if you go on one of
those enjoyable “let’s explore and get lost in the best possible man-
ner” excursions using this tracking facility.

Since these little GPS buggers are essentially computers with
flash memory, they can do all sorts of other things as well (I saw one
on which you could play games when you weren’t riding along—it’s
dangerous to play Pacman on I-79 during rush hour).  One ability
that is handy is to track such things as moving time and stopped time
on a journey, as well as average speeds, maximum speed, and so
forth.  All these goodies depend on the bells and whistles available
on the unit, which, as we mentioned, is generally a function of the
number of Georges plunked down for it.  There is a caveat on Georges:
sometimes the number of them to be plunked depends on the name
plastered on the unit.  Ordinary units with names of their manufac-
turer on ‘em like Garmin, Magellan, Lowrance, and TomTom you
can bet will cost less than if you buy, say, a Garmin that has the H-D
bar and shield plastered on it.  For that fancy bit you’ll pay a bunch
of Lincolns or maybe a Hamilton or two more than the plain Jane
version that does exactly the same stuff.  And in my book, that ain’t
too ‘George,’ if ya know what I mean.

Well, ‘nuff ‘o that.  If I get a chance, I’ll blather a bit more about
these little cuties later on, maybe in more detail if the household
Honeydo List allows me time.  Meantime, if you’re interested in

perusing more information on ‘em, here are some URLs with which
you can surf the net to find out what’s there and available at the
moment:

Garmin - URL for vehicular units: http://www.garmin.com/mo-
bile/ .  There are motorcycle specific places on the net where you can
purchase Garmin units, for example, at Cyclegadgets: http://
www.cyclegadgets.com/Products/Garmin/default.asp .  BMW, of
course, offers a BMW GPS unit that is a Garmin unit sporting a
BMW logo.  These are obtainable at either of our fine BMW Motorrad
dealers.

Magellan - URL for vehicular units:http://www.magellangps.com/
en/gpsAdventures/driving/

Other players in the automotive GPS field are TomTom at URL
http://www.tomtom.com/ and Lowrance, whose initial forte for long
time has been nautical instrumentation.  Lowrance’s automotive prod-
ucts are at URL http://www.lowrance.com/automotive/default.asp .
If you’re in the habit of trolling along rivers with your K or R bike,
Lowrance also sells, I believe, fish finders for maybe a few thou!

Where can you find information on GPS units online?
An online GPS tutorial—on what it is and how it functions—for

those who want to find out more than anyone who wants to use a
GPS ever needs to know—can be found at the URL: http://
www.trimble.com/gps/ .  It requires a Macromedia Shockwave Me-
dia Player, which can be downloaded from a link at the Trimble site
if you haven’t one already installed on your computer.

An online guide to automotive GPSs can be found at the afore-
mentioned URL’s page: http://www.thegpsstore.com/
automotive_guide.asp

MSRP (Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price) prices for Garmin
Units at the moment range from $321 (for the old but good GPS V)
to  $1750  for their top-of-the-line GPS 2660, with 8 or 10 other
models in between those ‘extremes.’   Actual on-the-street prices are
generally less than the MSRP.  Note, however that GPSs constitute a
fast moving segment of the technology sphere, so units (like the V)
that may have been out for a few years might disappear overnight in
favor of some ‘upgraded model’ that is supposedly the latest and
greatest.

MSRP prices on Magellan units appear to range from $699 for
the Roadmate 300 to $1199 for the Roadmate 700.

I don’t own a boat, or beat drums so I haven’t checked out
Lowrance’s or Tomtom’s ‘George hunger’ for their units.

In any event, if you aren’t already there, you might want to get
into GPS-ing around.  I bet you’ll like it!  (But be sure to still keep
the paper maps handy also.  They’re what’s called ‘backup’ in the
travelin’ bizness!)

RALPH

CAT-TALK

= NEED FOR SPRING
By Don Poremski

I’m at that point, perhaps a little early, that I’m in desperate need for
spring to arrive.  The most obvious indicator is, you guessed it, talk-
ing to my cats.  There was the Cycle World International Motorcycle
Exhibition which lessened my need for a couple of weeks.  That’s

Continued on page 13
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40TH RALLY REPORT
Kevin Hart

40th Rally Chair
So who holds the gavel of insanity?  Well, Scott Bassin does, who
else?  After playing games with the voting process and helping
Syphoon win the VP election for ’06 Scott looked me squarely in the
eye and said -
“Thanks for volunteering for Rally Chair.”

Whoops!
First, let me take some time to recognize Tom Primke who has

stayed on this year as 40th Rally Advisor.  If you think you know
anything about organizing a rally, stop by and I will loan you the CD,
along with (2) four inch thick, three ring binders that Tom put to-
gether from the last two successful events he organized.  Not to men-
tion the MOA Local Rally Manual that Lance Hough turned over
somewhere along the way.  ...Just a little reading.  Folks, I’m going
to let a deep dark secret out:  Tom handled every aspect of the past
two rallies with no—if any—help  from anyone.  We as an organiza-
tion should be ashamed of ourselves.  Yes, we had volunteers and
their efforts should not go unrecognized, but Tom handled all the
grunt work!  Thank You Tom!

Second, and not least, is one of the club’s all ‘round nice guys
who himself attends several rallies throughout the year, usually with
his “M” riding behind.  Daniel Weaver:  40th Rally Co-Chair.  Dan
offers us rally views, information, and innovative ideas to pull from.
He’s quiet, and conscientious on club diversity.  Besides, he rides a
GS—those  guy’s like to think outside the box!

So, if you have any doubts as to the success of the 40th “Home-
coming” Rally please don’t.  I think it’s safe to say that you’re in
capable hands.  Now, someone tell me, please:  how does running
Ed’s campaign bring this on?  I just wanted to ride more this year
and take a break from the Director’s position.

Although starting on the rally planning began very late, we had
the wonderful suggestion by Don Poremski who submitted the idea
of the “Homecoming” theme.  I overheard Don speaking about this
back at Leo Stanton’s Oct. ‘05 club meeting and it stuck with me

even though I had not then decided to accept the chair.  There fol-
lowed the idea of contacting lost members in an effort to invite folks
back who were an integral part of what the Four Winds has become.
That effort, with the help of the postcard/flyer design that Rebecca
Linneman (which can be seen at the top of this article) presented,
will come to fruition shortly when 123 postcards will be mailed,
welcoming back the lost members to our 40th “Homecoming” Rally.
Hey—who knows, maybe you will see someone that you lost touch
with over the years!  Most of all, we would like anyone to rejoin and
share the camaradery we have all enjoyed together.

OK, enough with the basics.  Our first responsibility outside of
the “Homecoming” post card effort is to assign Project Leads for
tasks.  To begin with:  We had a T-Shirt design that was submitted by
Tom Primke last year and voted on by the members present at the
Spaghetti Warehouse meeting then as the 40th Rally T-Shirt.

 Mitch Kehan has accepted Project Lead for this year’s apparel.
Mitch has background and contacts in screen printing, and will be
responsible for obtaining the best prices and delivery, and for orga-
nizing the purchase of this year’s rally apparel.

Sean Thomas has come forward and volunteered for all ride events
planning at the Rally.  All ride information and ride schedules for the
rally will be worked out in advance in the effort to minimize confu-
sion and conflict with other events.  We all want to ride and attend
seminars and field events, but too often they are scheduled at the
same times.  If we can organize efforts, it may increase attendance
for the day’s events. Please submit all ride information to Sean for
review and work with him on a schedule for the ride you are leading.
Sean and his father are also slated to lead the “Hare & Hounds Ride.”
I have already asked Don to provide Sean with information for the
field events so the effort to organize it is underway.  We would also
like to print out routes in map case laminates to offer at future Four
Winds Rallies.  This will eliminate redundant efforts later.

Last year, our project for the Redbank Valley Park was to as-
semble six park-style benches.  The project was well received by
both Redbank and the Four Winds.  We had several volunteers at-
tend the project build with a couple arriving the night before to share
a campfire, hangout, and camp overnight.  Bill English attended the
build with his Dakota pickup filled with every tool in his arsenal.
Good thing because this all day event was cut in half by having the
right equipment on hand.  Redbank has approached us again and
asked that we again continue our effort in supporting their commu-
nity by assembling six more picnic tables.  The tables that were
assembled last year were in use at the coffee and door prize shelter.
By providing new tables we not only helped the park community but
we also supported ourselves—no pun intended.  Leading the effort
for the Redbank Project this year will be Bill English.

Bill will also oversee the club trailer and insure that it is ready to
be moved into position for the rally.  Last year, during an inspection
of the trailer after the table project, it was found that the tires were
vandalized.  We tried several methods of repair but they did not hold.
Bill will review the situation again for us this year.

All three project leaders mentioned above will be responsible
for organizing volunteer efforts with club members.  Deadlines for
project completion will be set by the Rally Committee and the Board
of Directors.  Look for future articles from these guys requesting
help or information.  Did you notice anything about the project lead-
ers listed above?  All three are new members to our organization.
Mitch joined in late ‘04 with Sean and Bill joining in ’05.  It’s great
having energetic new members come forward and help out!

Margaret Weaver has again graciously volunteered to run the
40th Rally Registration.  This position is critical to the success of the
rally the minute the gate “Opens for Business.”  The purpose of
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what slavering over new machinery and being rowdy with biker-
types will do for a person, but that glow has gone.  Did you notice,
Bebe, that Triumph wasn’t there  …and Moto Guzzi was?  Well,
anyway, back to my dilemma.

So, I’ve received my monthly bonanza of motorcycle magazines
for February and, while reading through them, it occurred to me that
I’m in a full-tilt “jones” for a ride.  Asking a cat which has curled
onto your lap and into your elbow for opinions about the rah-rah
megaphone exhaust on the Griso, or the entomological echoes on the
front of the ZX-14, indicates a couple of things:  a) one’s wife isn’t
“into” bikes, and b) it’s too darned cold to ride.

That’s what would do it.  Throw a leg over a machine and head
for the Hocking Hills.  Or gather with a couple of other bikers and
review known twisting roads anywhere.  Discover what a Hall Sen-
sor is and find out if that’s what’s causing your R80RT to idle fast
after a sustained highway run or if you just need to lube the cables.
Look at Lake Erie before it warms sufficiently to swim.  Find Luigi’s
and see if the cooking is really that good.  Investigate the availability
of nearly-new camping trailers near Harrisburg, PA.  Embark on the
annual “Easter Ride” and see if it snows.

The tabby ducks under my arm as I review the Richland,
Crawford, and Huron county maps for a loop ride in June, but the
paw Peri uses to suggest routes is really just investigating whether
that black spot in the crease is a yummy spider snack, and the purr-
ing that you evoke by stroking same tabby just reminds you of the
hum of the road in cruise mode.  But she has given me a positive nod
that I should buy the new R1200S when I win the lottery.
(MEGASIGH)  Oh, hurry spring!!

DON

holding a rally is to raise money for the organization, have an enjoy-
able time and offer great roads to fellow riders.  Success only comes
when you’ve met the goals the club has set for the event.  Imagine
riders not being charged the correct fees to cover the camping, din-
ner, entertainment, or gate.  Would you be surprised if I told you this
has happened in the past to no one’s blame, or fault?  Margaret has
begun assembling a registration team this year that will insure that
everyone entering is charged the correct fee for the rally.  No miscon-
ceptions or misunderstanding while working the registration table.
Her team will stay seated with volunteers while registration is open
to insure that the monies collected are accurate.  Look for more in-
formation from “M” later.  She kept 007 squared away; she will
certainly keep us on the road to success!

Every effort is being made to present information that is accu-
rate and up to date at the time it is provided to both our Newsletter
and Website.  If you have a concern please don’t hesitate to contact
anyone on the Rally Committee, or the 2006 Board.  Use this web
address to view information pertinent to the rally:

http://www.4windsbmw.org/rally/2006/
The 40th Rally Committee is looking forward to this year’s event.

We are working closely with the Board to insure a success!  The
effort this year is truly a team approach.

The 2006 Board has authorized the 40th Rally Committee to
present a –

“GRAND PRIZE”

Worthy of our 40th year celebration!

“WELCOME HOME”

Four Winds Rally Trivia Questions

• • • • • Where was the 1966 Four Winds Rally
held?

• • • • • At what Rally did Leo Stanton first ride
his R90 backwards?

Continued from page 11

HOO BIN YA?
Ze editor

(That’s French for ‘The Editor’)
OK.  Sumboddy (or bodies) sez on the eminent Scott (the ‘06 Prez)
Bassin’s members’ poll that they want to read more about our mem-
bers.  That sounds like a good idea.  BUT, in order to put stuff in
about who our members are, our members gotta send me stuff that
sez who they are.  If I don’t get STUFF, I can’t publish stuff.  Sooooo,
as I mentioned (I think.  Previously.  I think...  Maybe...)  Howsabout
writin’ down, if yer a member of this esteemed and internationally
famous club, somethin’ about yerself:  how and when ya got into
ridin,’ who yer sweetie is, how long you’ve been in the club, what
rallies ya like, what bike ya like most, how many ya have and/or
have had, what they were, what kinda places ya like ta ride to, who
yer kids are, what kinda roads you like, ...and don’t like, etc., etc.,
and so forth.  Ya don’t need ta cover all those bases, but those’ll give
ya some ideas to tell us about.  Send it to me and I’ll put it in.  If yer
not well-heeled computerwise, grab a pencil and paper and scribble
what ya wanta say down, pop it in an envelope, stuff a $.39 stamp on
it and mail it to me (put your phone number in in case I can’t read
something so I can call ya and jabber about it with ya) or, if you’re
well boxed up and on the internet, just e-mail it to me with some-
thing like ‘4-Winds’ in the subject (so my junk mail grinder doesn’t
chew it up and spit it out) and in she’ll go.

For a great first article, see the one in this issue by our own
world (or at least Pittsburgh, Ohio, W.Va., NY, etc....) renowned....
SYPHOON!  You’ll love it!
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WHO WE ARE:
MEMBER BIO

“SYPHOON”
Alright, just who in the heck is this “Syphoon” character anyway?

Well, some of you may know me by my other name, Ed Syphan.
I am currently club V.P.

My previous duties were the planning and leading of Club rides,
that’s where the   misnomer
“Syphoon” originated. Ralph will
attest to the fact that he has rid-
den with me on at least one occa-
sion that it did not rain one drop.
Kevin on the other hand, will
make wildly exaggerated claims
that we won’t ride if there is less
than a 90% chance of a tornado.
The truth of the matter lies some-
where in between the two. I’m
planning a few rides this year, so
you’re welcome to come along
and judge for yourself. If you ask
real nice, Kevin may even ordain
you an “OFFICAL SYPHOON
RIDER”. Besides, this will be a
great opportunity to test your rain
gear’s “IP RATING”.

BACKGROUND
As far as my riding background goes. A friend that I have known
since third grade bought himself a Honda 250 dirt bike in 1974. I
took one short ride and three days later I was the proud owner of a
shiny new DT 250 Yamaha. It was all down hill from there. After a
succession of other dirt bikes, I noticed guys crusin’ around on street
bikes seemed to be enjoying themselves. They also seemed to stay a
lot cleaner and suffer fewer injuries. (Yeah, I know what you’re think-
ing, but I was but a young lad, mind you.) So, in 1980 I bought a 450
Suzuki, just to commute on. A couple more Yamahas later, the same
buddy that got me hooked on dirt bikes, was selling this mint 78 R
100/7. Whadda  Pal?

The number of bikes owned has varied over the years. From a
high of six, I’m down to a measly four nowadays.

Do I have a favorite?  Naah, like children, they all have some
good traits.  Although I like my BMWs a lot, the camaraderie of the
club is why I’ll probably always own at least one.  You rarely find
that with other brands, with the possible exception of Guzzi.

FAVORITE RIDES
Two summers ago, a group of us rented a cabin for a week in a very
remote area of North Carolina.  Deal’s Gap, Cherohola Skyway, and
Fontana Dam were on our agenda.  You may remember reading the
fine article that Kevin wrote in the newsletter chronicling  how the
second half of the week was punctuated by a horrendous storm that
trapped us on the mountain with no power or water.  It also knocked
out large parts of the Blue Ridge Parkway......(OOPS, this could be
more ammunition for Kev!)

Seriously, that was probably the most enjoyable week of motor-
cycling I’ve had, even with the “minor” inconveniences.

FAVORITE RALLIES
I have to admit that in the last eight or ten years, I haven’t been to a
rally outside of ours.  I used to attend Square Route and Finger Lakes

frequently, but lost interest.  My main reason to go to the Sq. Rt. was
to eat at the “Cozy” in Thurmont.  The food is great and with its
close proximity to Camp David you never know who will stop in.

There is a group forming to go down to the Georgia Mtn. Rally
this year.  I’ve listened to Gary Smith and others rave about it over
the years, but I was always too lazy to go.  This year it’s going to be
different, so count me in!  I just hope I can keep up with this
group.(Like marsupials, they’re fast.)

As Tim Pears will tell you, my
bike is rather long in the tooth,
not to mention the rider.

FAMILY
I have been given the perfect
number of  wives and children,
one each.

Wife Michele now has nine-
teen years “time in grade,” (Some
of it, she claims, was Hazardous
Duty)

Before joining the club, she
was my sole riding partner.  My
only other friends with bikes rode
Harleys and were strictly “bar
hoppers.”  So, Michele and I went
everywhere together:  when the
weekend came, we were long

gone.  All good things must come to an end, I’m afraid.  At the begin-
ning of a two week trip through New England, I noticed that I was
being pushed forward onto the gas tank.  I very delicately told her
she needed to lose some weight.  Long story short:  the following
February, our daughter Kelly was born.  She lost that “weight” alright,
but I lost my co-pilot to certain motherly duties.

Fast forward to the present:  after four years with Sharon High
School working with children with disabilities, she is now, assistant
to the director of Mercer Children Center, providing early interven-
tion care.

Daughter Kelly after surviving my questionable parenting skills
will be starting at Penn State in June.  In addition to her many scho-
lastic achievements, she is also proud of the fact that she has never
missed a Four Winds Rally in all of her 18 years.  (We all have
priorities!)

ALRIGHT ALREADY
Well, Ralph gave me permission to be just as long winded as him
[Awwww, shuckins, Ed, ya didn’t HAVE ta say that! ...Editor], but
enough is enough!  My brain hurts and my fingers are tired. Sorry if
you fell asleep, I’m done rambling. Next month it’s your turn.  Let’s
ride!

“SYPHOON”
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40TH RALLY APPAREL GRAPHIC
This is the 40th Rally Apparel Designed by Tom Primke, and approved last year at the club meeting at the Spaghetti Warehouse  for this
year’s rally.  The graphic on the Rally flyer was prepared by Becky Linneman.  Thanks, folks!  The artistry is superb!
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BMW Member Recognition Point-Earning Methods 
 2006 Earning Season:  March 1 to December 31 

 

 
Meeting Attendance     1 Point 

Monthly Meeting Attendance. Sign In Sheet. 

Ride to Meeting Bonus     1 Point 

Monthly Meeting Attendance. Sign In Sheet. 

Bring First Time Guest to Meeting    1 Point  * 

Write on Monthly Meeting Attendance Sign In Sheet 

Monthly Meeting Activity (50/50 or Door Prize)   2 Points 

Any Member(s) helping with 50/50 or Door Prize ticket sales.  

Monthly Meeting Organizer     5 Points 

The Vice President is responsible for organizing the monthly meetings and is recognized for this effort. Anyone offering assistance to 

the VP when he/she is unable to do the monthly meeting planning or provides information that is used for a meeting location is also 

recognized. 

Monthly Meeting at Residence    15 Points 

A Member Hosting a Meeting at a Private Residence. 

Club Officer      10 Points 

Club Officers each receive points at the beginning of their term. Any member elected to replace an officer during the year is also 

eligible. 

Hosting an Officer Board Meeting at Residence     5 Points 

Four Winds Rally Chairperson & Co-Chairs   25 Points 

Award for Yearly Service 

Committee Heads & Rally Chore Leaders   10 Points* 

January Banquet 

BMR Chairperson 

Board Recognized “Other”  (i.e. 40th Rally Grand Prize, etc.) 

Assist Rally Chairperson 

1. T-Shirt Sales  

2. Clean and Tidy 

3. Security 

4. Field Events 

5. Rides Coordinator 

6. Seminar Coordinator 

Rally Chore Volunteer     5 Points  * 

Assist Rally Chore Leader 

BMR POINT EARNING CHART



17

Newsletter Editor      25 Points 

Award for Yearly Service  

Newsletter Submittal      1 Point * 

Article or pertinent information for the club knowledge base. 

Webmaster      25 Points 

Award for Yearly Service 

Ride Leader  ##       3 Points * 

A member who organizes a scheduled ride destination. 

A member who organizes an impromptu ride with or without destination. 

Each new day of an overnight ride can be counted again. 

Ride Attendee   ##       1 Point * 

A member who attends a ride, scheduled/unscheduled - with or without destination. 

Each new day of an overnight ride can be counted again. 

Major Overnight Ride Coordinator Bonus  Variable / Board Assigned  * 

Plan and lead major club-announced overnight ride (i.e. “Adrian’s” Rides, etc.) 

New Member Bonus      5 Points 

Join as a New Member (Fiscal Year) 

New Member Sponsor       5 Points 

Existing Member who Sponsors a New Member 

BMR Target Photo       2 Points Each  * 

2006 – “A to Z” Post Office Photos 

BMR Target Photo Bonus     18 Points  * 

2006 - Collect all 26 alphabet letter Post Offices 

Board Awards for Service    Variable / Board Assigned  

Award for members who go beyond service and membership to the club. 

 

*  Changed for the 2006 Riding Year!! 
 
##  Ride Definition:    A “Ride” is 3 bikes or more. 
 

End of Year Awards:  
 
Top BMR Point Earner   --  $125 & Trophy  
Second Place   --     $75 & Trophy 
Third Place   --      $50 & Trophy 
Fourth thru Tenth Place  --    $20 each 
 

2006 Target Photos: 
This year’s targets will be a photo of you and your bike (or just your bike if you don’t have a tripod and 
no one is around to snap the picture) beside a post office in a town beginning with each letter of the 
alphabet anywhere in the country.  Multiples of the same letter do not count for any points.  The city 
name must be legible in the photo.  If you collect one of all 26 letters in the alphabet, you receive a 
bonus of 18 points for a total of 70 points possible for the Target Photos this year.  
 

BMR Reflective Decals: 
For every 10 points earned, you will receive one reflective BMR Decal sticker. 
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING:
The March 18, 2006 club meeting will be held from 1:00 PM at The Brass
Rail, 10 Old Clairton Rd., Pleasant Hills.
From Pittsburgh, North, East, & West:   Take Rt. 51 South 6.2 miles from

the Liberty Tunnels.  Turn Right at the red light that is just beyond the
ramp for the Lebanon Church/Curry Hollow Road & Rte 51 Clover-
leaf.  Then turn right immediately into the Bill Green Plaza.  The Brass
Rail is in the plaza.

From the South:  Take Rt 51 North to the red light just before the Lebanon
Church/Curry Hollow Road & Rte 51 Cloverleaf.  Turn left at the red
light, then turn right immediately into the Bill Green Plaza.  The Brass
Rail is in the plaza.

HOW DO I JOIN

FOUR WINDS BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself.  Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $15 per year for primary
membership, and $7.50 per year for asso-
ciate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.


