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THE QUEEN MUM’S MUSINGS:

“There are some things nobody needs in this
world, and a bright red, hunchback, warpspeed 900 cc café racer is one of them—but
I want one anyway, and on some days I
actually believe I need one.” Hunter S.
Thompson, Cycle World, March 1995
Pick up a newspaper. Turn on the radio
or television. Everywhere you look there are
signs of our economy in trouble… rising
prices and shrinking paychecks. People
everywhere, BMW riders included, are
pinching their pennies and looking for ways
to stretch a dollar. And, as if that was not
enough, the April issue of Rider magazine
has the recession coming right up to the
motorcyclist’s doorstep. Both the Rider Rally
35 and the Honda Hoot 2009 have been
cancelled due to the current economic crisis.
Another casualty is the Legend of the
Motorcycle Concourse d’Elegance, which has
been postponed until 2010. Is this a
frightening trend for motorcyclist
enthusiasts? It very well could be.
As president (AKA, queen) of the Four
Winds BMW Riders, I am here to tell you

The Queen Mum’s Musings: ...... 1
Board Of Directors 2009 ............. 1
March Meeting Info ..................... 1
Publication Info ............................. 2
Meeting Schedule 2009 ................ 2
March 2009 Shack ........................ 2
Ongoing Events ............................. 2
Feb. 21, 2009 Meeting Minutes .. 3
BMWMOC Rides ......................... 3
Club Rides in 2009 ........................ 4
For Sale ........................................... 4
My GPS is Confused? .................. 5
New Bikes Coming!...................... 11
It’s to Laugh .................................. 11
Ouch! .............................................. 11
Safety Heads-up ........................... 11
Dues Submission Form ............... 12
‘09 Rally Vol’tr Opportunities ... 13
The Way we were Back When ... 18
AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days . 19
West Breakfast Ride .................... 19
The Laws of Nature ..................... 19
The Answer is Skiing ................... 20
Cleveland Club Events ................ 24
Reduc’g MC Insurance Prems .. 25
Meeting Picture ............................ 25
How do I join ................................ 26
Directions to the March Meeting:

RA # 76
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2009
President – Nancy Barrett
724-941-1543
nancyandsean@comcast.net
Vice President – Ed Syphan
724-347-5590
esyphan@yahoo.com
Treasurer – Larry Shockling
724-327-6922
shockla@aol.com
Corres. Sec’y – Joann Barr
412-881-5897
joannbarr10@msn.com
Rec. Sec’y – Diane Pears
724-656-1239
timndiane@comcast.net
Director – Patrick Barrett
724-941-1543
triiku@gmail.com
Director – Richard Villa
724-783-7047
crewchief_673@yahoo.com

MARCH MEETING INFO

The March meeting of the Four
Winds BMW Riders will be held on
Sat., March 21, 2009 at European
Motorcycles of Pittsburgh on Perry
Hwy in Wexford from 12–2PM. A
catered meal will be provided by the
club for $5 per person.. The board
will meet an hour earlier at 11:00AM.
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PUBLICATION INFO
The Four Winds BMW Riders
Newsletter is published for
members’ use. Articles’ and pictures’ copyrights are held by
their authors. Author’s permission should be obtained before
any form of republication.
Editor: Ralph Meyer
Deadline: Articles submitted must
be received by the editor no
later than 6:00 PM on the
Tuesday after the club meeting of the month preceding the
month of publication (e.g.,
Mar. Meeting: Mar. 21; April
issue deadline: Tues., Mar.
24th). Articles/Info rec’d after
deadline go in next month’s
newsletter.
Submission information:
E-mail submissions: Send as attachments with “4 Winds Newsletter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:
<meyer@zoominternet.net>
Articles on Disk Media mail to:
Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720
Submission formats:
Articles: Send as plain text with
headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format. Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.
Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.
Long articles may be split between
issues.
National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is chartered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA
Newsletters in color PDF format are
at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org . Download a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’
button
at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter provided.
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MEETING SCHEDULE 2009
Mark the dates on your calendars,
but remember...
All meeting sites are tentative. Please
check the web site and newsletter for changes and updates.
March 21, 2009 — European MCs of
Pittsburgh, Perry Hwy, Wexford,
12-2PM
April, 2009 — The Rochester Inn,
Rochester Rd, Pittsburgh
May, 2009 — John and Joann Barr’s
June, 2009 — President’s Ride - Begins in Zelienople to Black Forest
Restaurant, Parker, PA
July, 2009 — Tony Capriotti’s, Penn
Hills
August, 2009 — Friday, August 14
to
Sunday,
August
16
43rd Annual Four Winds Rally!
September, 2009 — Leo and Holly
Stanton’s
October, 2009 — Uno’s Pizza, Cranberry
November, 2009 — TBA
December, 2009 — No Monthly Meeting

MARCH 2009 SHACK

Will be held at Al & Dee Vangura’s,
500 Roosevelt Circle, Perryopolis,
Wednesday, March 18 from 7-10PM.
Directions to Al and Dee's: Head South
on Rte 51. Approximately 5 miles
south of Interstate 70, turn left at
the traffic light at Independence St.
into the town of Perryopolis. Turn
left onto Liberty and cross over
Constitution. Take the next left into
the cul-de-sac. It's the only blue
house in the plan. 510 Roosevelt
Circle, Perryopolis, PA 15473.
Phone: 724-736-2884.
that WE will not succumb to economic
pressures! The 43 rd Annual Four Winds
Rally, the longest continuous BMW rally,
will go on as scheduled, Aug.14 – 16, 2009!
You want to be part of the motorcycling
community. You NEED this annual gettogether. Still priced at $35 a person for 2
nights of camping and Saturday night dinner,
it is a bargain in this time of economic
uncertainty.
As Four Winds members, you can do your
part to make our rally a success. Check out
the volunteer positions available. They are
listed in this edition of the newsletter, as

ONGOING EVENTS
Breakfast Rides, et al.:
These rides are free-form. Those
attending decide what they
want to do and where, if anywhere, they want to ride. If you
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

COME! EAT! CHAT! RIDE!
Ride Schedule — Month:
Sun, Mar 1 — North at King’s, I79 & Rt 910/VIP Dr., 10:00
AM
Sat, Mar 14 — West at Bob Evans,
Rt 60 & Campbell’s Run Rd,
9:00 AM
Sun, Mar 15 — South at King's,
3049 Washington Pike, off Exit
54, I-79, Bridgeville, 10:00
AM
Sat, Mar 28 — East at Dick’s, Rt
22
Westbound
Side,
Monroeville, 9:00 AM
If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to notify others: It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particular Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so. That’ll
help save a rider from discovering too late that no one else
is going that day. The Breakfast Ride’s URL is: http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9 . Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

well as on the website. You know the
drill…many hands make light work.
That said, join us at the March 21st
meeting at European Motorcycles of
Pittsburgh. The club meeting will start at
noon, but why not plan on getting there a
little early and look around. It doesn’t cost
anything to look. And if you do bring your
stimulus check, it will go further at Lee’s
with your Four Winds discount. You may not
need anything right now, but you know you

want stuff. Stay warm and get ready. Spring is coming.

Nancy

P.S. Speaking of Rider magazine, don’t miss local boy, Eric Trow’s,
articles on “Riding Well.”

location at Whispering Hills Campground, June 12 - 14, and cabins are available. Watch their website at www.BMWMOC.org.
We hope they will be able to join us on our upcoming rides to
Ohio.
Upcoming Meetings: Ed Syphan announced the March club meeting will be held at European Motorcycles of Pittsburgh in
Wexford. Be aware of the change in time = it will start at 12:00
noon. There will be a small charge to cover the cost of food. Ed
asked if anyone would consider hosting the May meeting. John
and Joanne Barr expressed possible interest.

FOUR WINDS BMW RIDERS
FEB. 21, 2009 MEETING MINUTES
Location: Bella Luna Trattoria, Monroeville / Murraysville
Board Attendance: Nancy Barrett, Ed Syphan, Larry Shockling, Joann
Barr, Diane Pears, Patrick Barrett
The meeting was called to order by President Nancy Barrett at 2:20
pm. Nancy stated that door prizes will be resumed, and a group
photo will be taken at each meeting for the newsletter.
Treasurer’s Report: Our new treasurer, Larry Shockling, stated
that everything has been turned over to him from Tom Primke.
He is in the process of changing board members signatures on
banking documents. Current balance is $10,500, which is basically used every year for the rally. Twenty members have renewed their dues so far this year which remain at $15. Associate
Membership from the same household is $7.50.
Rally Report: Maggie Weaver has composed a comprehensive volunteer positions list which will be posted on the website and in
the newsletter. We need members to step up and volunteer to
help make this rally happen. Hillary will have the design finished by April for the T-shirts, pins, and postcards. The following are in place so far:
Field Events Coordinator - Rob Berner
M.C. - Don Poremski
Ride Leaders - Ed Syphan, Jay Singh, Tony Capriotti
Fitness & Aging Seminar - Rich Villa
Caterer - M & S Meats
Redbank Project: July 4 weekend Redbank Valley Park will be
having their 6th Annual Bluegrass & Country Music Jamboree.
Anyone who’s interested can come for the day or camp overnight
Friday or Sat., hang out, or help on the project. This year we
will be organizing and installing shelves in our storage trailer.
Watch their website for event details:
http://
www.redbankpark.com/

Shack: Next Shack Pack (wrench & yak) will be held at Al Vangura’s
house on Wed., March 18th.
Future Rides:
April 19
May 3
OH
June 12-14
June 13-14 ?
ton OH
June 19-21
Campout
July 4
ree
July 12
Hospital

-

Packard Museum, Warren, OH
Rock N Roll Hall of Fame, Cleveland,

-

Cleveland MOC Rally
Wright Patterson AFB Museum, Day-

-

Laurel Highlands BMW Riders

-

Redbank Project & Bluegrass Jambo-

-

Shriner’s Poker Run for Children’s

Alex Walters challenged us to make a good BMW showing at the
Shriner’s ride. It’s 100 miles on two-lane twisty roads, prizes,
entertainment, food, Chinese auction. There is a new prize for
the club with the highest percentage of their club members pre
registering.
Guests: Dave McClain, Chris’ father.
50/50 Winner: Dan Weaver
Meeting adjourned at 2:50 pm.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,
DIANE PEARS

th

Old Business: After conversations with various members, Walt
Halaja said to disregard his suggestions at the November meeting regarding changes to the dues and breakfast rides.

(See the picture of folks at the meeting: p. 25.)

RECORDING SECRETARY

BMWMOC RIDES

In the interests of closer contact and co-operation with our Cleveland Sister Club, the BMWMOC (URL: http://www.bmwmoc.org/ ),
you’ll find on p. 24 a listing of BMWMOC’s upcoming events page
from their newsletter (Thanks, Don P.) such as rides, rallies, meetings, and so forth their club is holding or considers ‘of the essence.’
Check ‘em out!

BMW Motorcycle Owners of Cleveland Club Cooperation: Don
Poremski the Pollinator, and foreign correspondent, reports discussion between members of our club and the Cleveland club
who would like to see some cross-pollination and joint activities. Many of them come to our rally and they would like to have
more of us participate in theirs. It has been moved to a better
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WANNA RIDE?
CLUB RIDES IN 2009

Packard Museum. Cycle Exibit--Sunday, April 19: Leave at 10AM from the Exxon
on Rt.68 just west of I-79 Zelienople exit #87. Don Poremski and the MOC will meet us at
the Museum at 12PM for an afternoon of antique motor cycles and inter-club frivolity followed by
lunch at a local restaurant.
Cajun Festival at Campbell Pottery in Edinboro? Enjoy spicy food and spicy music as well as beautiful hand
blown glassware.
Wright Patterson Air Museum in Dayton We will be returning to the nation's largest indoor aviation museum. This will
depart on Sat. and return on Sun. Tentative: June 13-14.
Cass Scenic Railroad in WV? This is another over nighter. Take the turn of the century train to the top of the second highest
point in the beautiful Mountaineer State.
Warther Museum in So. OH? This museum contains large scale locomotive models made from ebony and ivory.
Rock and Roll Hall of Shame Take a trip back in time with Ranger Rick--May 3rd, Leave Zelie Exxon Rte 68 off I-79 exit 87 @
10AM.
Denny's Pub in Clearfield? Home of the giant burgers. The giant burgers are legendary. Are you up to one?
Vice President's Ride to Clem's new location? Well you know if I have anything to say about destinations, the year won't be
complete without at least one trip to Clem's BBQ. Nancy can have her President's Ride, but I'm headed for Clem's.
As you can see, I only have one date set yet, but never fear, we're working on it. Your input is welcomed. If you have ideas for a ride,
let me know. If you don't feel confident about leading a ride, no problem. We can help you, or you can just go along for the ride.
I have already got suggestions from John Bauerlein and John Rolin. Spring will be here sooner than you may think, let's be
ready!
Here're some other possibilities of places to ride to to see something:
How about another 'Hunt For' item, board?
The Horseshoe Curve National Monument & The Altoona Railroaders’ Memorial Museum
The Washington Trolley-car Museum
The Tour-Ed Coal Mine near Tarentum
Since we have decided to scrap the Nova Scotia trip because of time and money, we
want to head south into the Smoky Mountains and the Motorcycle Playground. No real plans. Dave Thomas Ph. 724-733-4609
davet412@comcast.net

SYPHOON

FOR SALE
Please note: If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
1975 R75/6 for sale -- New paint, dual plugged and electronic ignition, NEW carbs!.. Looks and (RAN) excellent, but it has been
in storage for 5 years. My son has been in Iraq for a long time and now he wants me to sell it. Will need battery, carb clean,
fluids changed and some tinkering with the throttle, which is sticky. Neutral light doesn’t work. Has new leather corbin seat
and original and a new parrabellum windshield. Will entertain offers over $2,000, otherwise I will part it out on eBay Mitch
Kehn j.kehn@verizon.net

On the Net...

Have you found a neat location on the Internet? Send the URL in with a brief description of what
it’s about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders...
Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there.
Our Four Winds Site, what else??? http://www.4windsbmw.org . And always remember never to forget, you can get this and
past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there! Check it out if you haven’t already done so.
BMW Factory - from Ed Syphan: http://videos.howstuffworks.com/discovery-turbo/14000-twist-the-throttle-the-bmwmotorcycle-factory-video.htm
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MY GPS IS CONFUSED?
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As the old Lone Ranger serials on Saturdays at the movies used to say...
“If ya wanna find out what happens next, ya gotta come back next month!”
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NEW BIKES COMING!

At our annual 4 Winds Banquet, Lee Marks, owner of European
Motorcycles of Pittsburgh in Wexford on Perry Highway, and a member of BMW NA’s dealer advisory board, our featured banquet
speaker, gave a highly interesting talk on the new BMW NA
officialdom, and the change in BMW NA approaches to many issues,
along with other engrossing items of information worthwhile to lovers of our Marque. Among the latter Lee outlined some of the really
terrific new bikes that are in the in the works, and that are due, most
of them shortly, here in the U.S. Lee is expecting to see some of
them within the next few months. Especially noteable were BMW’s
upgrades to a whole set of K bikes: the new K1300 series that will
replace previous K1200s, including the K1300GT, the K1300S, the
K1300R, and a new sport bike called the S1000RR that will be due
out later. Lee said that BMW has really been listening to their dealers and customers regarding things they’d like to see done to make
great bikes even better. And, Lee stated, it seems BMW AG addressed these various issues bang on. Seems too that BMW decided
to take on Japan in a big way, with the intent of attracting, via both
quality and price, new and younger riders. He did mention that some
of us old dyed-in-the-wool fans might mutter a bit about one small
item as it seems the new bikes are all going to: the standard turn
signal switch on the left handgrip instead of the dual left and right
handgrip orange paddles that we’d all first cursed when coming home
to BMW from another marque, and then learned to love as we got
used to them as had always been traditional BMW fare. Add to that
in terms of power and Git up ‘n go, from the looks of it, the upcoming S1000RR might just scare the bejabbers outta Hayabusas and
Gixxers! Hmmm. That one should sure happy up the crotch rocket
crowd. It even looks Faasssssssst just sitting there. Well, so do the
others. Incidentally, MCN (Motorcycle Consumer News [now sporting its new fancy color clothes!] ) has an article on p. 26 on them—
look at the pictures! And MCN on p. 29 has a full blown article on
the new G650GS for all you dirt, mud, water hazard, back-country
where the roads almost ain’t lovers out there. See them in glorious
reality at European Motorcycles as they arrive! Contemplating ‘em
is at least something nice to do while the weather outside is frightful... cause the new bikes are so delightful!

IT’S TO LAUGH
THE SUPER BOWL SEAT
Sent in by Paul White
A Steeler fan had 50 yard line tickets for the Super Bowl. As he sits
down, a man comes down and asked the man if anyone is sitting in
the seat next to him.
“No”, he said, “the seat is empty”.
“This is incredible”, said the man. “Who in their right mind
would have a seat like this for the Super Bowl, the biggest sport
event in the world, and not use it?”
Somberly, the man says, “Well...the seat actually belongs to me.
I was suppose to come here with my wife, but she passed away. This
is the first Super Bowl we have not been together since we got married in 1967.”
“Oh I’m sorry to hear that. That’s terrible. But couldn’t you find
some one else - a friend or relative or even a neighbor to take the
seat?”
The man shakes his head, “No. They’re all at the funeral.”

OUCH!
Sent in by Paul White
A biker is riding by the zoo, when he sees a little girl leaning into the
lion’s cage. Suddenly, the lion grabs her by the cuff of her jacket and
tries to pull her inside to slaughter her, under the eyes of her screaming parents.
The biker jumps off his bike, runs to the cage and hits the lion
square on the nose with a powerful punch. Whimpering from the
pain the lion jumps back letting go of the girl, and the biker brings
her to her terrified parents, who thank him endlessly.
A reporter has seen the whole scene, and addressing the biker,
says: “Sir, this was the most gallant and brave thing I saw a man do
in my whole life.”
“Why, it was nothing, really, the lion was behind bars. I just saw
this little kid in danger and acted as I felt right.”
“Well, I’ll make sure this won’t go unnoticed. I’m a journalist,
you know, and tomorrow’s papers will have this on the first page.
What motorcycle do you ride?”
“A Harley Davidson.”
The journalist leaves.
The following morning, the biker buys the paper to see if it indeed brings news of his actions, and reads, on the front page:
“ BIKER GANG MEMBER ASSAULTS AFRICAN IMMIGRANT AND STEALS HIS LUNCH.”

SAFETY HEADS-UP
Picture sent in by Jürgen Brune our Foreign Correspondent in
Spokane, WA.
Jürgen said he didn’t know how the motorcyclist fared... but from
the looks of things, presumably not too well--if s/he is now faring at
all. But the picture points out a very pointed and pertainent safety
adviso: Never trust cars in driveways or side streets--stopped or
otherwise: In driveways, check for the presence of a driver, evidence
of a running engine, and especially movement. On cars coming from
side streets, don’t trust the idea that if the driver seems to be looking
at you, even though stopped, he won’t pull out anyway [remember
rule No. 1 of motorcycling: “Cagers never see motorcyclists”], and,
if the car is moving, though it has a red light or stop sign, don’t
merely trust that its driver will obey the traffic signal. Drivers have
been known to run red lights and stop signs on more occasions than
cats have kittens. Stay aware, stay alert, slow down and cover the
brakes and be ready for whatever someone coming from a driveway
or side street may do. You never know.
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‘09 RALLY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

13

14

15

16

17

THE WAY WE WERE BACK WHEN
MARCH 1999
Prepared by Walt Halaja
1) Parts from the Presidents Message via Nancy Barrett...”I was
perusing the recent motorcycle magazines recently, as one is wont
to do when the weather precludes extensive riding, and as I
thumbed through the issues, I began to look at the subjects people
chose to write about. There were articles that were so technical
that I sometimes had trouble reading the title. Then there were
travels of riders with WAY more free time than I have. There
were updates on upcoming events, like the MOA RALLY and
the Pony Express, mileage contest results (another group of people
with more free time than I have!), results of the Darkar Rally,
loads of pictures and more information than anyone needs on the
K1200LT. There was even an on-going article that seemed to be
nothing but restaurant reviews. How does one get THAT job?...I
wondered to myself how the articles were chosen and what I, as

18

a passenger, would be able to contribute, if I were to write an
article. ...Roads, I could probably write about roads, from the
standpoint of the ride; nice twisties, beautiful scenery, weather
and road conditions. That kind of stuff. ...I could definitely write
about food. I wonder what the Qualifications are. Are there
weight restrictions? ...I have a designated driver so I could rate
the different wines in New York. What do you think? Could I
get paid for that? ...Well. I guess that until there’s a magazine
that’s just geared toward passengers, nobody’s going to be calling me up with job offers. It’s just as well, though. I’m pretty
busy as it is. I guess that my 15 minutes of fame is not going to
be as an author. My contribution may be just to write for you all
you lucky people. That and keeping all the Hooligans under
control at meetings. This month we’ll be at Heritage BMW. I
wonder if Craig has a K1200LT that I can look at. I heard that it
has a load capacity of 488 lbs. I could start reviewing restaurants!”
2) March Meeting at Heritage...the meal was catered. They had a
variety of sandwiches, hot dishes, and cold salads for a flat price
of $8.00 person. Soft drinks were to be provided or you could
BYOB!
3) Feb. meeting was held at Paulie’s Lookout, West Mifflin...Stacy
Asherman gave the treasurers report—$7326.26 in the
bank...Adrian Marini said the rally plans are under way...Sean

Barrett talked about the mileage contest...The club would like to
start publishing e-mail addresses in the member listings, so all
were asked to please send their e-mail address in...Ron Kranz
was recognized in the current issue of ON magazine for having
been awarded his 100,000 mile badge...Gary Smith won the early
bird prize. Steve Moor, Bob Stuckert, Kathy Coleman, and Sean
Barrett won door prizes. Kathy Coleman also won the 50-50:
$19.00
4) Breakfast Rides...There were only two back then that started at
10:00 hrs....the north was the 2nd. Sun. of the month at Bob
Evans in Cranberry and the 4th Sun. at the Howard Johnson’s on
Rt. 51 at Rt. 70
5) Board Meetings...The board invited Four Winds members to attend the meetings as guests to participate in the discussions. The
two directors at large were responsible for inviting the guests, so
if you wanted to attend you were invited to contact a director.

WALT

BSA IS MARQUE OF THE YEAR AT 2009
AMA VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE DAYS

PICKERINGTON, Ohio -- One of Great Britain's most storied
motorcycle companies, BSA, will be the Marque of the Year
for AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days 2009, the world's largest
gathering of vintage motorcycle enthusiasts, set for July 24-26
at the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course in Lexington, Ohio.
"BSA's place in motorcycling history is impressive, with its wellknown and well-raced BSA Gold Stars, Shooting Stars and
more,'' said Tigra Tsujikawa, events coordinator for the AMA.
"We're glad to showcase the marque at this year's AMA
Vintage Motorcycle Days, and highlight the machines and
people who made BSA famous."
Founded in the 1860s as the Birmingham Small Arms Co. to build
weapons for the Crimean War, BSA branched out to motorcycles and was making machines entirely in-house by 1910.
Originally aimed at the utility and recreational market, the
bikes became well-known to racers the world over after the
factory entered a team in the Daytona 200 in 1954, and BSA
riders swept the top three places. Its Gold Star 500cc single, in
particular, has become one of the most iconic bikes in all of
motorcycling.
Not only will the weekend feature bike shows, vintage racing and
North America's largest motorcycle swap meet, but a parade of
classic motorcycles representing each year of the AMA's 85
years will celebrate the heritage of American motorcycling.
Also on tap: demo rides of current production bikes, motorcycling seminars, the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame auction,
stunt shows, the new product Manufacturers' Midway, club
corrals featuring marque and regional clubs, and guided rides
through the rolling Ohio countryside.
AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days benefits the Motorcycle Hall of
Fame Museum. The goal of the Museum, located on the
campus of the American Motorcyclist Association in

Pickerington, Ohio, is to tell the stories and preserve the
history of motorcycling. For more information, call (614) 8562222, or visit the Museum's website at
www.motorcyclemuseum.org.
For more information about AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days 2009,
visit www.AMAVintageMotorcycleDays.com.

WEST BREAKFAST RIDE
FEB. 14, 2009
WALT HALAJA

Well, in spite of what the web-site looked like, 4 folks only coming,
add 2 more for a “Six Burg Breakfast”. Not only that, we had 4
riders...NICE. ...We had all club members: Carl Hartz, Dave
Manfredo, Ralph “The Princeton Tiger” Meyer, Greg Lievan, Dave
“2 Spark” McLaughlin, and me. We didn’t hit the parking lot again
‘till 10:20 hrs. after a good breakfast, when snow flurries started to
fall ever so lightly. I like to ride thru them when they are very light
enough to cause no harm. I call them “Non-threatening,” of course
you can get busted on occasion when they start laying on the road
surface, which has happened to me on more than several occasions
over the years—not so much now though, because I don’t commute
to work any longer. While out in the lot, Dave M. showed us his tire
pump, which has in a nice zippered pouch. I liked it and Dave said
he got his at Pep-Boys! Well, there is a Pep-Boys on the other side of
the parking lot, so I went over to check it out, and guess what? They
where out of them. Ha! Dave’s was made by “Slime” and titled
“Slime power sport tire inflator,” model 40001; you could check it
out at http://www.slime.com/. I had been thinking of getting a small
tire pump to replace the CO2 cylinders I used on PW’s rear tire when
it went flat on the way home from the RA rally last year, but just
never got around to it. Larry Morley had an electric tire pump, and
that little pump worked far better than any of those CO2 cylinders.
After I got home from Bob Evans, I checked the radar and it showed
snow from about Mansfield Ohio, to Harrisburg, Pa. The snow just
wasn’t making it to the ground—which goes to show: you can’t
always believe the radar screen. Nevertheless, I’m glad the snow
held up for our breakfast!

WALT
THE LAWS OF NATURE
Sent in by Paul White
1. Law of Mechanical Repair - After your hands become coated with
grease, your nose will begin to itch and you’ll have to pee.
2. Law of Gravity - Any tool, nut, bolt, screw, when dropped, will
roll to the least accessible corner.
3. Law of Probability -The probability of being watched is directly
proportional to the stupidity of your act.
4. Law of Random Numbers - If you dial a wrong number, you never
get a busy signal and someone always answers.
5. Law of the Alibi - If you tell the boss you were late for work
because you had a flat tire, the very next morning you will have
a flat tire.
6. Variation Law - If you change lines (or traffic lanes), the one you
were in will always move faster than the one you are in now
(works every time).
Continued on page 23
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Continued from page 19

7. Law of the Bath - When the body is fully immersed in water and
well soaped, the telephone rings.
8. Law of Close Encounters -The probability of meeting someone
you know increases dramatically when you are with someone
you don’t want to be seen with.
9. Law of the Result - When you try to prove to someone that a
machine won’t work, it will.
10. Law of Biomechanics - The severity of the itch is inversely proportional to the reach.
11. Law of the Theater - At any event, the people whose seats are
furthest from the aisle arrive last.
12. The Starbucks Law - As soon as you sit down to a cup of hot
coffee, your boss will ask you to do something which will last
until the coffee is cold.
13. Murphy’s Law of Lockers - If there are only two people in a
locker room, they will have adjacent lockers.
14. Law of Physical Surfaces - The chances of an open-faced jelly
sandwich landing face down on a floor covering are directly correlated to the newness and cost of the carpet/rug.

15. Law of Logical Argument - Anything is possible if you don’t
know what you are talking about.
16. Brown’s Law of Physical Appearance - If the clothes fit, they’re
ugly.
17. Oliver’s Law of Public Speaking - A closed mouth gathers no
feet.
18. Wilson’s Law of Commercial Marketing Strategy - As soon as
you find a product that you really like, they will stop making it.
19. Doctors’ Law - If you don’t feel well, make an appointment to go
to the doctor, by the time you get there you’ll feel better. Don’t
make an appointment and you’ll stay sick.
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REDUCING MC INSURANCE PREMIUMS
From Triple A (AAA):
Buying insurance coverage for your motorcycle can be expensive as
bikes present a higher risk than automobiles. They’re more susceptible to accidents caused by bad weather and poor road conditions.
They are also less visible to other drivers, and less stable than cars.
In spite of this, you want to be sure you have sufficient coverage
for your bike, because you‘ve likely invested a lot of money in it. To
help you find the best coverage for the best rates, the Insurance Information Institute offers the following tips:
Get seasonal coverage - Most bikers aren’t road warriors who
consistently ride their bikes all year long. If you store your bike for
several months out of the year, there's no need to fully insure it.
Many insurers offer seasonal policies that cover your bike for six to
nine month periods of actual usage.
Take a motorcycle-safety course - Some states require these
courses before they'll issue a motorcycle license. Even if your home
state doesn’t require it, you may be eligible for a 10 to 15 percent
discount on your policy for completing one. Before signing up for a
program, it’s a good idea to contact your insurer. Some companies
only recognize certain programs. If you've been riding for a while,
you might be able to get a discount for taking a refresher course.
Increase deductibles - A deductible is the amount of money you
have to pay before the coverage kicks in. The higher your deductible,
the lower your premiums. When choosing a deductible, make sure
you can afford to pay out-of-pocket for any costs that are incurred
before your insurance kicks in.
Ask about multiple bike discounts - If you've got more than one
bike, or live with someone else who rides, you can usually get a
discount. Likewise, it might be worthwhile to insure your motorcycle with the same company that covers your car.

Install anti-theft devices - If you financed your bike, you've probably taken out comprehensive coverage. Comprehensive protects
against theft, fire, and other damages not caused by an accident.
Some companies offer a discount on comprehensive coverage if you
utilize an anti-theft device.
Maintain a good driving record - Insurance companies analyze
your driving history to determine rates. How you drive a car usually
indicates how you'll ride a motorcycle. If you've only recently obtained a driver's license, you might want to wait a year or two before
getting a motorcycle. If you maintain a good driving record, your
rates will be lower once you're considered an "experienced" driver.
Ride with a group - Membership in a motorcycle club, such as
the American Motorcycle Association, BMW Motorcycle Owners of
America, Harley Owners Group or Retreads can also save you some
money on your the insurance premium.
To Contact a local AAA office to speak with an agent, or click

http://www.aaa.com/aaa/215/insurance/EC/quote_request.htmtorequestinformationorcall(800)207-7947.
Local AAA numbers:
PENNSYLVANIA ...................... South Hills 412-833-5233
Century III 412-655-6110 .......... Washington 724-222-3800
Cranberry 724-772-1122 ........... OHIO
Downtown 412-338-4310 .......... Chillicothe 740-702-3838
East Liberty 412-365-7766 ........ Portsmouth 740-354-5614
Erie 814-866-0246 ...................... WEST VIRGINIA
Greensburg 724-834-8300 .......... Parkersburg 304-295-9715
Hermitage 724-981-9141 ........... Huntington 304-523-6423
Kittanning 724-543-1924 ........... Martinsburg 304-263-4619
Meadville 814-724-2247 ............ Bridgeport 304-842-2221
Monroeville 412-858-4640 ........ Wheeling 304-233-1810
North Hills 412-367-7600

MEETING
PICTURE
Picture by
Patrick
Barrett
Here’s a shot of
the attendees at
the February
Meeting--At
least 3 members rode!
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

DIRECTIONS TO THE MARCH MEETING:

HOW DO I JOIN
FOUR WINDS BMW
RIDERS?
To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself. Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.
Membership dues are $15 per year for primary
membership, and $7.50 per year for associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.

The March 21, 2009 meeting will be held from 12:00 PM* to 2:00 PM at
European Motorcycles of Pittsburgh, 10269 Perry Highway, Wexford, PA,
Ph. 724.934.4269. Please Note: If you want to browse the bikes and other
goodies be sure to get there before the meeting, as we don’t want to hold
the folks of European up after the end of the meeting as European usually
closes at 2:00 PM on Saturdays, so there may not be Goodie Browse time
after the meeting if we get long-winded. The club will cater have the lunch
catered at $5 per person.
From the South: Take I-79 North. Take exit 73 to the right onto Pa-910 to
Wexford. Turn right at the exit light onto the Orange Belt, staying in
the middle lane and then straight into the right lane after the next light
after the exit at Brandt School Road. Stay on Rte 910 to the 4 way stop
at Church Road just before 910 goes under the Rte 19 overpass. Turn
right onto Church Rd. Continue South onto Perry Hwy. Go about 1.6
miles on Perry Hwy to European Motorcycles of Pittsburgh on your
right.
From the North: Take Perry Hwy (Rte 19) South to European Motorcycles
of Pittsburgh in Wexford on your right.
From the East: Take either the Red, or the Orange Belt to Perry Hwy (Rte
19), then take Perry Hwy South to European Motorcycles in Wexford,
on your right.
European Motorcycles' GPS Coordinates: N40° 36.100' W80° 02.950'
*The Board will meet at European MCs at 11:00 AM
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